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First World War Roll of Honour of  

Commercial Bank of Scotland 

Commercial Bank of Scotland was established in Edinburgh in 1810. By the outbreak 

of war in 1914 it had 170 branches across Scotland and one in London.  

In the course of the war 578 Commercial Bank men served in uniform, of whom 99 

were killed. This book was published in the 1920s to honour them. It begins with an 

account of the unveiling of the bank’s war memorial in 1921. Page 10 lists the 

medals and other honours awarded to members of the bank’s staff. The main part 

of the book, beginning at page 11, lists all 578 men who served in alphabetical 

order, with the bank branch they went from; their regiment; final rank; and, where 

applicable, details of decorations and death. Pages 74-75 list the names of the 99 

Fallen. Finally, page 76 gives a detailed description of the bank’s war memorial. 

Commercial Bank of Scotland’s war memorial was originally installed in the banking 

hall of the bank’s head office on George Street, Edinburgh.  

In 1959 Commercial Bank of Scotland merged with National Bank of Scotland to 

form National Commercial Bank of Scotland. A decade later, that bank became part 

of the Royal Bank of Scotland.  

In 1998 the Royal Bank of Scotland sold the former Commercial Bank head office. 

The building’s war memorials, as a precious part of the bank’s heritage, were 

removed and reinstalled in bank buildings nearby. The two panels of the First World 

War memorial were installed in the registered office at 36 St Andrew Square, on 

either side of the entrance to the banking hall. They remain in that location today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Illustration of Commercial Bank of Scotland’s First World War  

memorial, taken from the flyleaf of the bank’s Roll of Honour 
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