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First World War Roll of Honour of  

National Bank of Scotland 

National Bank of Scotland was established in Edinburgh in 1825. By the outbreak of 

war in 1914 it had 175 branches across Scotland and one in London.  

In the course of the war 436 National Bank men served in uniform, of whom 78 

were killed. This book was published in the 1920s to honour them. It begins with an 

account of the unveiling of the bank’s war memorial in 1921, followed by a 

photograph of the memorial. Pages v-vii record the names of the 78 men who died. 

The main part of the book, beginning at page 1, lists all 436 men who served in 

alphabetical order, with the bank branch they went from; their regiment; final rank; 

and, where applicable, details of decorations, wounds and death. Finally, page 51 

summarises the medals and decorations awarded to members of the bank’s staff. 

National Bank of Scotland’s war memorial was originally installed in the lobby of its 

head office at 42 St Andrew Square, Edinburgh. That building was rebuilt in the 

1940s, and only the central panel of the memorial, bearing the names of the Fallen, 

was transferred to the new building. It was later remade with small alterations to 

match a memorial commemorating the Fallen of the Second World War.  

In 1959 National Bank of Scotland merged with Commercial Bank of Scotland to 

form National Commercial Bank of Scotland. A decade later, that bank became part 

of the Royal Bank of Scotland.  

In 2005 the Royal Bank of Scotland moved from 42 St Andrew Square to new 

headquarters at Gogarburn, on the western edge of Edinburgh. The building’s war 

memorials were removed and reinstalled at Gogarburn. They were rededicated at 

their new location on 30 June 2006, in a ceremony attended by current bank staff 

and descendants of men named on the memorials. 
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